
Not acceptable:
A “broken-down car” 
education, one that 

fails to move students
forward.

The goal:
Find the right vehicle 

for each child, one 
that fits their needs 
and abilities to help 

them reach their 
destination.

Not required:
A “luxury car” 

education, the very 
best or most

expensive options.

IT IS APPROPRIATE IF . . .
Plans are individually tailored 
to the student’s needs

Goals are challenging and  
ambitious for the student

Goals are repeated each year
Changes aren’t made when 
there is a lack of progress

Goals are met early and not 
updated

IT MAY NOT BE APPROPRIATE IF . . .

Scan to Watch  
the FAPE
Webinar

This publication was developed with funds under grants from the U.S. Dept. 
of Education and the U.S. Dept. of Health & Human Services. The contents 
do not necessarily represent the policy of those Departments, and the 
reader should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government. ASK 
Resource Center is a member of the Parent to Parent USA Alliance, and 
also serves as Iowa’s Family Voices State Affiliate Organization. 

The U.S. Supreme Court says:
Schools can’t give students an education that goes nowhere.

Every child must have the chance to make real progress. (Endrew F., 2017).

FAPE = FREE APPROPRIATE PUBLIC EDUCATION
What is the A in FAPE?


